
In the name of GOD.

Stochastic Process

Fall 2023
Sharif University of Technology Hamid R. Rabiee

Quiz 8 Hypothesis Testing

1. We have a biased coin and we want to test whether the probability of having a head is 0.4. For
this end, we toss the coin 600 times and we observe 260 heads.

• [2] What are the null and alternative hypothesis?
• [6] Calculate the critical interval with a significance level of 0.05 for this test.
• [2] What can we conclude based on the results?
• [2] If the the real probability was 0.35, what would have been the type II error? Just write

the formula, no need to expand it or assuming any special form of distribution.

Solution:

• H0 : θ = 0.3, H1 : θ ̸= 0.3

• The observation follows a binomial distribution with the probability of H0, which is 0.4.
Based on the rule of large numbers and central limit theorem, as the number of tests in the
binomial distribution become larger, the distribution approaches the normal distribution
with a mean of θ×N . Here the mean would be 240. The variance would be N×θ×(1−θ) =
144 so the standard deviation would be 12. Now we need a 2-sided test, so the critical values
are the ones with CDF=0.025 and CDF=1-0.025:
(a) Upper limit: z= 1.96
(b) Due to the symmetry, the lower limit would be z=-1.96.
Now knowing z = x−µ

/ σ => x = z × σ + µ, the lower and upper limits become:

(a) 1.96× 12 + 240 = 263.52

(b) −1.96× 12 + 240 = 216.48

So the critical interval would be [216, 264].
• As the observed value falls outside the critical regions, the null hypothesis can not rejected

and we may conclude that θ = 0.3 (Sometimes it is said that we cannot conclude anything
statistically).

• p(|Observed Heads - 240| < CriticalValue | θ=0.35)
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